
Icebreaker
Have you had any opportunities this past week to be a secret agent for God?

Priest Ordination (Leviticus 8-10)
Skim through chapters 8 and 9 if you haven’t read them recently. What key 
things do you notice? What else comes to mind as you read these chapters?

Read Leviticus 9:23-24. What do you think about that?

The major lesson to learn in these two chapters was that Moses and Aaron did 
exactly what God said, and He showed up in dramatic fashion.

Read Leviticus 10:1-3. A brief study of the OT commands proves that these men 
were the wrong guys, offering the wrong incense, in the wrong manner, on the 
wrong day, using the wrong fire. What do you think motivated them to do that?

The irony of chapter 10 is that two people failed to do what God said, and He 
showed up in dramatic fashion!

People might ask why God was so harsh in his treatment of these brothers, but 
Moses gives the reason in verse 3. How does that verse explain what happened?

In chapter 10, the key verses are 3, 6-7, and 10-11. Together, they communicate a 
very high standard for the priests. Why is it so important for the priests to live 
according to a different standard than the rest of the people?

Take it Home
Leviticus 10:3 actually serves as the core principle of the entire book and in many 
respects, it is the core principle of the entire Old Testament. God chose the nation 
of Israel, gave them the privilege of knowing his presence, and therefore had high 
standards for them. We can state this core principle like this: Agents of God 
display the holiness of God so others will honor God.

This concept is echoed in 1 Peter 2:9-12. If followers of Jesus are the priests or the 
agents of God in the modern world, what kind of lives should we live? How 
should Christians display the holiness of God so others will honor Him?

“They can’t see him, but they can see me.”
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